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Please be so kind as to wear your name tags. It will help visitors and those of us who forget names.  
Thank you! Also please remember to sign the attendance sheet in the red Friendship Register. 
 

December 12th, 2021 
On this third Sunday of Advent, known as “Gaudete Sunday” -- we rejoice! This is the day that God 
has made! Many of the scriptures for today focus on the theme of rejoicing at what God has done, 
rejoicing in God’s word and instruction, and rejoicing in God’s covenant. Finally, this week we 
conclude our sermon series, God Be With You with Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples. Jesus 
called each of us to love and carry out justice in his name. When we do this he lives on through us. 
 
Prelude          Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn  Sedio 

                
Words of Welcome 

Opening Song       Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn   Hymn #160               

Opening Litany  

The light of Christ shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it. 
Christ’s light shines in the hearts gathered here today. 
We are the Church – called to be a beacon of light to the world. 
We are shepherds of the light – called to spread peace, hope, and joy of Christ. 
We will carry Christ’s light forth into the world. 
We will proclaim the Good News, rejoicing with exceeding great joy! 
 

Candle Lighting Song           Lead Us To Your Light                              Carol Browing 
Lead us to your light, lead us out of darkness. 

Lead us to your light. Come, Jesus, come. (repeat) 
(solo on verse) 

Lead us to your light, lead us out of darkness. 
Lead us to your light. Come, Jesus, come. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Gracious God, today we talk about joy as we continue our advent journey and conclude our season of 
shared ministry together. Nevertheless -- your promise of advent is Emmanuel, God with us, the Joy 
to the world! Be with us this morning as we hear about joy and experience joy through a communion 
meal and fellowship together! Amen! 
 

The Gloria         Glory Be To the Christ-Child           
Glory be to the Christ-Child,  

God’s strength made weak, has come to light our way.  
As the Firstborn of Creation, the Alpha and Omega, wonderful birth,  

God has come to earth. 
Lyrics. Jacqueline A. Burnette 

 
Special Music  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, Rich Tremarello, horn J.S. Bach 
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First Lesson          Isaiah 61:1-4 (ICB) 
Isaiah is the longest and arguably the most important prophetic book in the Old Testament. Isaiah 
covers the broad spectrum of God’s prophetic judgement – from harsh words of punishment to 
comforting words of hope. Isaiah shows God as the mightiest of creators and gentlest of comforters. 
In today’s passage, Isaiah speaks about the future messianic king whose reign will be good and just. 
 
The Lord God has put his Spirit in me. This is because he has appointed me to tell the good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to comfort those whose hearts are broken. He has sent me to tell the 
captives they are free. He has sent me to tell the prisoners that they are released. He has sent me to 
announce the time when the Lord will show his kindness and the time when our God will punish evil 
people. He has sent me to comfort all those who are sad. He has sent me to the sorrowing people of 
Jerusalem. I will give them a crown to replace their ashes. I will give them the oil of gladness to 
replace their sorrow. I will give them clothes of praise to replace their spirit of sadness. Then they will 
be called Trees of Goodness. They will be like trees planted by the Lord and will show his greatness. 
They will rebuild the old ruins. They will build up the places destroyed long ago. They will repair the 
ruined cities that were destroyed for so long. 
 

Second Lesson                    Luke 1:46-55 (ICB) 
During a visit with her pregnant cousin Elizabeth – Mary’s greeting causes John the Baptist to leap 
with joy in the womb. In turn, Mary is moved to praise God in song. Today’s passage from Luke’s 
gospel is known as the Magnificat – Mary’s song of joyful praise of God. It has political, economic, 
and social dimensions to it, but it is also a song of great hope and promise. Out of Mary’s mouth we 
hear that God has named and favored her, of all people, to bring God’s child into the world.  
 
Then Mary said, “My soul praises the Lord; my heart is happy because God is my Savior. I am not 
important, but God has shown his care for me, his servant girl. From now on, all people will say that I 
am blessed, because the Powerful One has done great things for me. His name is holy. God will 
always give mercy to those who worship him. God’s arm is strong. He scatters the people who are 
proud and think great things about themselves. God brings down rulers from their thrones, and he 
raises up the humble. God fills the hungry with good things, but he sends the rich away with nothing. 
God has helped his people Israel who serve him. He gave them his mercy. God has done what he 
promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his children forever.” 
 
Third Lesson           Matthew 28:16-20 
Jesus commissions his disciples to live out his mission before he departs from their presence. When 
they love and carry out justice in his name, he lives on through them. He calls his disciples to baptize 
and make disciples of all peoples. 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”[a] 
 
Sermon                   God Be With You: Jesus Commissions the Disciples       Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response      My Soul Proclaims With Wonder        Hymn #170 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A1-4+&version=ICB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-55&version=ICB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24213a
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Invitation to Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 

God is with you  
And also with you.  
Open your hearts.  
We open our hearts to God.  
Let us give thanks to God.  
In joy we give our thanks and praise! 

And so, with your people on Earth and all the company of Heaven, we praise your name in this 
unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna in the highest!           Hymn #738 
 
The Story 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Communion Response             

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

Praise that Don A’s triple bypass surgery went well. Continued prayers for his healing. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for Joan A’s husband, John. He will be going home from the hospital  

soon and into rehab.The doctors are amazed at his progress! Please continue to pray for  

complete healing. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for Dick and Joan’s granddaughter, Vera, who has recovered from COVID! 

Prayers of thanksgiving for Pam’s friend, Betty, who was injured in the Waukesha and has been 
discharged from the hospital. 

From our prayer box, please pray for Garlandra G who has concerns about paying her bills, cancer, 
becoming jobless and homeless, a relationship, and for her family’s safety. May her faith and hope 
keep growing. 

Please pray for many of our children who are struggling with depression and anxiety. 

 

Prayer Song    Come and Find the Quiet Center            Hymn #477 

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 

find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 

clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see, 

all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Offering 
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Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Closing Song      O Come, O Come Emmanuel     Hymn #154 

 

Sending          Jeremiah Eames Rankin 

God be with you till we meet again 
By his counsels guide, uphold you 
With his sheep securely fold you 

God be with you till we meet again… 
 

Till we meet, till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude           Wachet Auf     Wold                                    
  

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pastor Dan’s Farewell Celebration 
Please join us for a brunch in the fellowship hall after worship TODAY. Let’s celebrate 
Pastor Dan and show him our appreciation and thanks for his six years of service at  
Christ Church.  

Thank you! 
Thank you for a successful Ladies Christmas Brunch on Dec. 5th! 
The Social Concerns Committee would like to thank those who were able to attend the Ladies 
Christmas Brunch on Dec. 5th, as well as those who lent a hand to make the event such a 
success. There was delicious food, fellowship, and music, as well as a wonderful presentation by 
Helen Ergen entitled, "Get Ready, Get Set, Go Into The World" which highlighted Helen's work with 
the "Hope for Children Ministries" and her recent mission trip to Rwanda.  A free will offering was 
collected for a local charity that supports area foster children via summer camp experiences and 
mentoring. Special thanks to Paul & Doris Mayeshiba, Dean Mowery, Joyce Zieman, and Jon Brodie 
for their help and support.  And, additional special thanks to Pam Kothrade and soloist Luann Roberts 
Sanders for providing a beautiful Christmas song. Thank you all for your participation and help.  We 
couldn't have done it without you, and we look forward to the Ladies Christmas Brunch in 2022! 
Social Concerns Committee:  Randene Wick, Debbie Hanson, Mary Ann Mowery, and Sara Rogers 
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No Confirmation Class this Sunday 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, December 15th, 1:00 PM 

Endowment Meeting 
Wednesday, December 15th, 6:30PM at Dohoney’s 

 

Handbell Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 16th, 1:00 PM 

DI – SOS 

Friday. December 17th (O’Brien’s and Jon Brodie) 

Hat and Mitten Tree  

*Gifts due TODAY* 
Gifts are for Humboldt Park School and Parkside School, which are located near Christ Church. 
Donations can be left in the chapel or placed on the mitten tree. 
The Social Concerns Committee:  Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 

 
 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  

Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com,  414-614-2612 

 

If you should need pastoral support, please contact the Church Office at office@uccmke.org. 
 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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