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NOTES 



MISSION MINUTES | Soul Investment | Luke 12:13-21 | There was a field I always 

enjoyed driving by. In the summer it was filled with wildflowers dancing in the wind. Come 

autumn the flowers would wither but the tall grass danced on, inviting leaves as its dance 

partner, both moving with the changing wind.  

I drove by the field the other day and discovered it had been trampled by a sea of concrete 

storage units. My heart broke. How did we come to live in a world where such buildings 

are needed?  

Sadly, more beautiful fields are in danger of extinction as the self-storage market in the United 

States is projected to reach $44 billion in 2033. And just last year, storage space consumed an 

estimated 2,099,000,000 of square feet. 

Jesus once told a story about the dangers of accumulating material possessions. He warned 

how “stuff” can easily become gods, demanding more of our time, energy and money in 

acquiring and caring for them. 

He then spoke about a rich fool in need of more storage for his worldly goods. So, the rich 

fool tore down his existing barns and built bigger ones, all along feeling a sense of worth and 

security. What he didn’t realize was that worth and security was fleeting as death would come 

like a thief in the night. What good then would the bigger barns be? 

The other day I passed an old farmhouse with a huge dumpster on the front lawn—this has 

become today’s obit in my rural community, alerting neighbors that an elderly resident has 

died. Relatives would soon be tossing treasures into it like worthless trash. 

I often wonder what would happen to my things. News reports have been telling me for years 

now that the younger generation doesn’t want our “antiques.” This has fueled a trend, which 

emerged from Sweden, known a “death cleaning”—where the living control what goes into 

the foreboding dumpster.  

While it might sound a bit morbid, the act of purging while still alive can be a spiritual act, 

leading us to decide, while we have time, what we really need to hold on to.  

I am by no means rich, but still a bit foolish. But then I see a dumpster in front of a home and 

reality hits hard: We really can’t take our stuff with us.  

My prayer is for the day to come when bigger barns are no longer built so that the real 

treasures in life, the wildflowers in the field, can dance again. Will you join me in this prayer?. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity June YTD 

Income $14,053 $87,116 

Expenses $15,855 $99,238 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $89,200 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

