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NOTES 





MISSION MINUTES | Surprising Investment | Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 | When my husband 

and I moved to our 18th-century Vermont home, complete with a charming old stone well, I 

couldn’t resist doing what generations of farmers have done before me. I named our humble 

abode, “Old Stone Well Farm.” My husband, though, gently pointed out that two chickens and 

a small garden does not make a farm. Furthermore, he inquired, why would I even want the 

farming life? His question comes from seeing the struggles and closures  of the farms in the 

area. He has driven a feed truck long enough to have heard the stories of families barely making 

ends meet.  

He is a local, rooted in reality. I, on the other hand, am an outsider who still romanticizes early 

morning milkings. Yes, our little village used to boast more cows than people, but I haven’t 

given up on the dream of going beyond two chickens and adding some goats and perhaps an 

apple orchard.  

The prophet Jeremiah bought a farm many years ago despite the warnings from all the naysayers. 

It wasn’t really an opportune time to invest in land. There were great political conflicts between 

the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. And to top it all off, Jeremiah was in prison for warning 

people what was about to befall them. It is then, Jeremiah’s cousin asks the prophet to buy his 

farm. And so, he does.  

This land deal had nothing to do with buying low and selling high. It had everything to do with 

hope. Jeremiah proclaimed that he is doing it because God promises that the people will come 

home from exile and houses and fields and vineyards will be theirs once again.  

How many times have we let reality cloud the vision of hope that God still has for us? Where are 

the dreamers who can see the goodness of God in the most desperate of situations? Three months 

before his execution by the Nazis, theologian and pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, wrote to his 

fiancée Maria, “When Jeremiah said, in his people’s hour of direst need, that ‘houses and fields 

and [vineyards] shall again be bought in this land,’ it was a token of confidence in the future. 

That requires faith, and may God grant us it daily.” 

Yes, may God grant us such faith each day of our lives. Faith to buy the farm and live into the 

hope of a better tomorrow. Old Stone Well Farm has yet to become a real working farm, but that 

doesn’t mean I have given up on the dream. If anything, I am only just beginning to envision the 

amazing things that can be.  

God of beautiful tomorrows, help us to invest in your Kingdom. Where others see dead ends, let 

our eyes see the possibilities. Increase our faith and help us always to hold on to hope. In Jesus’ 

name, we pray. Amen.  

Monthly Activity August YTD 

Contributions $4,738 $68,013 

Other Income $103 $41,732 

Total Income $4,841 $109,745 

Expenses $13,302 $131,580 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $118,936 
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