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Please be so kind as to wear your name tags. It will help visitors and those of us who 
forget names. Also please remember to sign the attendance sheet in the red 
Friendship Register at the end of the pew. Thank you!  

 
 

December 19th, 2021 
The time is drawing near...we're less than a week away from the big day! I'm sure each 
of us have lots yet to do, but I hope we can pause every so often to reflect on what is 
truly happening. And that of course is that Love is once again coming down at 
Christmas. My prayer is that this great love of God made whole in the presence of the 
baby Jesus will also find its way into our hearts this Christmas in a new and meaningful 
way. May it be so!  
 
Prelude        Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus  arr. Philip Keveren 
 

Words of Welcome  

 

An Advent Call to Worship 

A voice in the darkness, an image in a dream, a bright light appearing in the sky. 

All wonders and signs that turn our hearts toward God. 

Holy mysteries that cause our hearts to sing, 

Soul-felt grace that radiates through our lives. 

Young and old alike feel the awesome presence of God and join with Mary in 
proclaiming the greatness of God. 

Our hearts rejoice and our souls magnify the One who comes to visit us again 
and again and again.  

 

Lighting Our Fourth Advent Candle 

In Isaiah 49:13 the prophet proclaims, "Sing for joy, O heavens, and exalt, O earth; 
break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, and will 
have compassion on his suffering ones." Today, O God, we light the candle of Joy. 
We thank you for the many ways you have touched us with joy. We also pray for those 
places in our lives and in our community where there is no joy and we cry out our hope 
for restoration. Make us instruments of your joy, so that through us others may 
experience your deep joy and gentle gladness. Hear us, O God, for we live in your joy. 
Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  Hymn 191 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

 

 



The Gloria              Jacqueline A. Burnette 

Glory be to the Christ-Child, God’s strength made weak,  
has come to light our way. 

As the Firstborn of Creation, the Alpha and Omega, 
Wonderful birth, God has come to earth. 

 
First Lesson              Luke 1:26-38 
Mary receives a visitor...and everything changes forever! 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 
 
Second Lesson             Luke 1:46-55 
Mary's song heralds a colossal reversal of what has been for now we see that God will 
stand in solidarity with the weak and marginalized; arrogant, heartless rulers will be 
brought down; spiritual truth will outshine and transform present political and economic 
realities. Indeed, a revolution is in the offering...linked to the child Mary carries in her 
womb. 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+++++Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-55&version=NRSV


Sermon - Part 1!                     Mary's Song?                 Andy Oren 
 
A Gift of Music      Breath of Heaven           Pam Kothrade 
 
Sermon - Part 2!         Or Our Song?                 Andy Oren 
 
Hymn     Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                Hymn 153 
 
Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps.147:3  

We pray for:  

Those affected by the recent deadly tornados 

Please pray for many of our children who are struggling with depression and anxiety 

and for those who have a difficult time during the holidays  

Continued prayers for Don A’s healing from triple bypass surgery  

Please continue to pray for complete healing of Joan A’s husband, John 

Prayers of healing for Darlene C’s son, Andrew, who had surgery for a broken nose 

 
Prayer Song    Come and Find the Quiet Center       Hymn 477 

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead; 

find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed; 

clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see, 

all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Special Music            Prepare!         Handbell Choir 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Closing Hymn           Star-Child     Hymn 223   



Sending           
Friends, we find ourselves common people yet we are part of God's uncommon 
mission of transforming the world through Jesus Christ. We are called to bring peace 
to places of war and violence, to bring dignity to places of insult and disgrace, to 
bring love to places of fear and hatred. And so, with the courage of Mary, let us face 
our future knowing that Emmanuel, God, is with us. Amen. 

 
Postlude    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel/Agnus Deo   arr. Philip Keveren 
   
 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Confirmation Class this Sunday 

The Confirmation class will meet this Sunday, Dec. 19, but will not be meeting on  
Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. Classes will reconvene on Jan. 9. 
 
Sunday, Dec 19 will focus on "God Creates." Confirmants should read and address the 
questions found on pages 85-90 of their Affirming Faith books. 
 

Membership Committee Meeting 
Today at 10:45 AM in the Parlor. 

 

Quilting 
 Tuesday, December 21th 9:30 AM 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, December 22nd, 7:00 PM 

NO Share Our Suppers 

Friday, December 24th  

 

from the staff at Christ Church! 
 

Please join us for our Candlelight Christmas Eve service 
at 7:00 PM on December 24th 



Thank You! 
Thank you to all who helped with Pastor Dan's farewell celebration. So many of you 
poured out your love and blessings to Pastor Dan. Special thanks to the Peace & Plenty 
Quilters who made him a beautiful stole, to those who contributed so generously to his 
gift cards, to those who sent cards and gifts, to everyone who brought food, and to 
those who helped set up and clean up. 
 
We just wanted to send a big thank you to everyone who knitted, crocheted, or 
purchased hats and mittens to donate to Humboldt Park and Parkside Schools. We 
were able to collect 86 hats, 36 pair of mittens and 15 scarves. The schools were so 
grateful to receive our donation. Thanks for helping keep local children warm this winter! 
The Social Concerns Committee:  Randene Wick, Debbie Hanson, Mary Ann Mowery, and Sara Rogers 

 
Offering envelopes have been ordered.  When they are available for members of the 
congregation to pick-up, there will be a table set up near the parlor and chapel as in 
years past.  Thank you for your patience. 
 

Share Our Suppers Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour  
time commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be 
amazed at seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! 
The pandemic is waning, but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  

Jim Wick at jameswick73@gmail.com or 414-614-2612 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday from 8am to 1pm. 

Please note that the office will be closed Friday, Dec. 24th. 

 

If you should need pastoral support, please contact  
Andy Oren at 414-698-2387 or aoren@att.net  

or the Church Office at office@uccmke.org or 414-481-3530 
 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by 
mailing a check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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