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Beloved Church, 

Where do I begin? I can still remember the excitement I felt when I received an email from the 

Christ Church Search and Call Team back in December 2014. Sonia and I basically did 

backflips in Atlanta when we found out we might get a bit closer to “home” in the Midwest. A 

couple of interviews, a neutral pulpit at St. Luke’s in South Milwaukee, and a candidate Sunday 

later and I was called as your pastor. It feels like it was yesterday despite all the ways my family, 

our church, and the world have changed. 

For the past six and a half years I have had the honor of serving alongside you in ministry. I 

have gotten to know you and your families. You have taught me a lot about God and life in 

general. You have helped my children grow into the little ones I love. You welcomed my family 

and I into your fold and shaped us into the people we are today. You have showed me incredible 

grace and love throughout the years. There have been challenges along this journey we have 

shared, but the light always managed to shine through the darkness. In a sense, the light 

overcoming the shadows is the story of the Christ Child breaking into this world that God loves 

so incredibly deeply.  

Advent is here. The days are darker, colder, and shorter than they were just a few months ago, 

but the story doesn’t end in the darkness. There is uncertainty about what shape the transition in 

leadership at Christ Church might take and what will happen in the future. But make no mistake 

– the story of the Church doesn’t end in the darkness, it begins there. We have always been a 

“darkness before the dawn” people. That is what advent, and the resurrection is for that matter. 

I have spent a long time thinking about what I wanted to do for worship in the weeks leading up 

to my final service. For the month of November, we have heard about the power of biblical 

goodbyes. In Scripture, kings, prophets, and even Jesus himself had to say goodbye to their 

friends, families, and peoples. Each goodbye brought people to a low place, but it also left them 

with a glimmer of hope and newness. I thought this was a great place for us to journey during 

Advent. As my family and I prepare for our final farewell with Christ Church, I want to honor 

themes of peace, hope, love, and joy in Advent by bringing attention to some of the things from 

my experience with you that I will always remember that bring these themes to life. I hope it can 

be a walk down memory lane as we prepare to say goodbye. 

My last Sunday at Christ Church is December 12
th
. I know I’m going to be a mess. It’s no small 

thing that this service is the week that we will focus on the advent theme of love. I really do love 

you. Let me end by saying how incredibly blessed my family and I have been to serve alongside 

you over the past half decade. I will bring your love with me wherever I go, and I am hopeful to 

leave some of my love with you, as well. Thank you being a family to my family and I in 

Wisconsin. We will never forget you. 

God be with you till we meet again, 

Pastor Dan, Sonia, Charlotte, Elliott (and Cooper) 
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Pastor Dan's Farewell 

Celebration 
 

Please join us for a brunch after 

worship on December 12th after 

worship.  Let's show him our 

appreciation for his 6 years of 

service at Christ Church.  If you 

would like to contribute to the 

brunch, needed items are listed 

on the sign-up sheet at the Lenox 

Street entrance.  Save the date 

and see you there! 

Did You Know? 

The parlor/lounge/library has many 

interesting books that can be borrowed 

for your reading pleasure. Please take a 

few moments before or after the church 

service to browse our collection of books. There are various 

versions of the Bible too. Feel free to borrow one or two books and 

return them when you are finished reading them. 

If you were confirmed here at Christ Church, you will find yourself in 

one of the two large books/photo albums entitled “Confirmation”. 

 

Enjoy! 

Submitted by Joan Gaeth 



Minister/Pulpit Supply Worship Schedule 

 

The Worship and Music Committee is pleased to have the following 

schedule set for our next 2 months of worship.  

Services through December 12
th

 will be led by Pastor Dan. Since 

December 12
th
 is his last service with us we will have visitors from the 

Wisconsin Conference assist in the service. That service will acknowledge our 

formal and mutual farewell to each other (pastor and congregation). We will also 

celebrate Pastor Dan’s new calling by hosting a farewell luncheon after the 

service. There is a sign up sheet at the Lenox Street entrance if you’d like to 

donate to that luncheon. Please plan on joining together as a church family along 

with the UCC Wisconsin Conference representatives at that luncheon. 

December 19
th

 Pastor Andy Oren will lead us in worship. Andy is a retired 

Methodist minister. He has led worship in the past for us; filling in when Pastor 

Dan was unable to be present.   

December 24
th

 (Christmas Eve) Andy Oren will lead us in worship and celebration 

of that wonderful night. 

December 26
th

 At this time we are planning a Laity Sunday. That means that Lay 

(non-ordained) members of the church will lead the worship that day.  

January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th (the entire month of January) the 

Reverend Steve Hecky will lead us in worship. Steve is a retired UCC minister and 

has filled in at Christ Church in the past. He has fond memories of his time here 

and the neighborhood we are in. 

The church council is still working with the UCC Wisconsin Conference to call an 

interim minister. That may happen any time an interim becomes available. The 

Worship and Music Committee is now starting to 

schedule pulpit supply ministers into February in     

case they are needed.  

 

Richard Tremarello 

Joan Amich 

Pam Kothrade 

Matt Lawrenz 

Dean Kothrade    



 

Advent anyone? We are now in the liturgical 

season of Advent. Advent is the beginning of 

the liturgical church year and a season of 

expectant waiting and preparation for both the 

celebration of the Nativity of Christ and the 

return of Christ at the Second Coming. How 

coincidental that we, at Christ Church, also 

have another “Advent”. That time of expectant 

waiting for a called minister to lead our 

congregation. While we wait, we are able to reflect on where we have been and 

where we want to be. Who we were and who we  should be. What we’ve done and 

what still needs to be done.  

My parents would lament about the world’s craziness they witnessed in their 

lifetimes and would speak the old cliché “what is this world coming too”. I can’t even 

imagine what they would think about the things I’ve witnessed since their deaths. 

There was 9/11, nation-wide rioting due to racial issues, the United States Capital 

being overrun by American citizens, and now the never ending Corona virus and its 

associated effect on the world’s economies. I cannot imagine what my children and 

grandchildren will see and what they will be affected by. I do know however that I 

have an opportunity right now to help shape the world to come and if I don’t use 

that opportunity today it will be gone, and I will never get another chance. That 

thought should scare us all more than anything else on earth.  

Let’s let Advent be a truly special time by learning to be patient and put our Hope in 

God realizing God is eternal and promises to all who believe in Him a perfect heaven. 

Let us learn to be kind and LOVE all by remembering that Jesus told us that 

whoever helps the least of His children has also helped Him. Let us learn and 

recognize true JOY as we worship our Creator and thank Him for all the blessings we 

have and all we are able to share with others. Let us learn how to bring about and 

have PEACE by following the example our Lord has given us.  

Only through the understanding and love shown to others will the Gospel of Christ 

be known. Let’s all be a part of that Advent wreath light that goes forth into the 

world to illuminate this darkness we live in.                  Dean Kothrade            

Make an Advent Prayer Garland 
Cut out 24 paper strips. (This could be construction 
paper, old Christmas cards, Christmas gift wrap, 
etc .)  On each strip, write the name of a family 
member, friend or ministry. Create a garland by 
stapling the links together or place the strips in a 
jar.  Display the garland or prayer jar and every day in December, have a 
family member remove one of the paper strips. As a family, pray for the 
person or ministry whose name is on that strip of paper. 



Office Administrator 

The personnel committee wants to share some                  

great news! After many weeks of our dedicated 

office volunteer staff (Pam Kothrade, Joan Gaeth, 

Randene Wick, and Chuck Terlinden) performing 

the Office Administrator duties Christ Church has 

hired an Office Administrator. Her name is Darlene 

Collins. Darlene comes to us with an impressive 

and varied background of education and experience. The committee has no doubt 

that you will be as impressed with Darlene’s attitude and abilities as we are. She will 

be training with the volunteer staff starting November 30.  Tentatively her planned 

work schedule is Tuesday through Friday 9 AM to 2 PM. Please welcome Darlene to 

Christ Church if you stop by the office during the week.    

Randene Wick       Dick Gaeth              Dean Kothrade 

       

QUILTING   

     December 7 &  21   10:00 am—noon 

 

Crochet class    

Saturday, December 11   10:00 am—noon 

LITURGISTS 

Dec 5   Randene Wick    Jan. 3   Doris Mayeshiba 

Dec 12  Doris Mayeshiba   Jan. 10  Randene Wick 

Dec 19  Jill Unglaub    Jan. 17  Jill Unglaub 

Dec 24  Dean Kothrade   Jan. 24  Andy Oren 

Dec.26  Jill Unglaub    Jan. 31  Doris Mayeshiba 



The Lutheran A Cappella of Milwaukee 

 

Friday, December 10
th
 at 7:30 pm 

St. Lukes’ Lutheran Church 

6705 Northway,  Greendale, WI 

 

Sunday, December 12
th
 at 3:00 pm 

Mount Carmel Lutheran Church 

8424 W Center Street 

Milwaukee, WI 
Tickets $15, $12 for seniors and students.   

Masks required.   John Helt is performing with this group. 

The Community Chorus  
Friday, December 10th at 7:30 pm 

Saturday, December 11th at 2:30 pm 
At Emanuel UCC Church 

10627 W Forest Home Ave 
Hales Corners 

Tickets $9 in advance or $10 at the 
door 

 
Joan Amich, Pat Freitag and Pam Kothrade are members of this chorus. 

 

 Upcoming Christmas Concerts 

Come and enjoy the holiday sights and sounds of two 

Christmas concerts that some of your church family 

members are singing in.   

 

 



Holiday Toys and Gifts  

Thanks to the members of the 

congregation who selected gift tags for the 

Bay View Community Center to provide 

Christmas gifts for children and seniors in this area.  The 

items for the person you selected will need to be 

returned to Christ Church by Sunday, December 5
th

.  

The Social Concerns Committee, 

Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, 
Randene Wick  

This Photo by 

Hat and 

Mitten Tree 

Humboldt Park 

School and Parkside 

School, which are 

located near Christ 

Church, are in need 

of hats, gloves, and 

mittens for their 

students.  Please 

consider knitting, 

crocheting, or 

purchasing hats and 

gloves/mittens for 

these children.  

Donations will be 

collected now until 

December 12
th
 and 

can be left in the 

chapel or placed on 

the mitten tree.   

Ladies Christmas Brunch 

On December 5
th
 the Social Concerns 

Committee will be hosting a brunch for 
all the ladies of the church and their friends following the 
church service.  Come for an opportunity for fellowship while 
enjoying a meal together.  “Get Ready, Get Set, Go into the 
World” is the title of the presentation by our guest speaker, 
Helen Ergen.  Helen is a former Christ Church member who 
recently retired from her Kids ministry position at Southbrook 
Church in Franklin.   

Still interested in attending ?….Call the church office.              
414-481-3530 

Social Concerns Committee 

ONLINE GIVING IS STILL AVAILABLE 

It’s as easy as clicking the donate button here! 

  
 Or, go to the church website and click on the donate button at 

www.uccmke.org/donate.   

Feel free to contact Pastor Dan at pastor@uccmke.org or  office staff 

at office@uccmke.org for assistance. Thank You! 

http://www.pngall.com/birthday-present-png
https://www.uccmke.org/donate
mailto:dan_stark@att.net
mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
mailto:office@uccmke.org
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=D7W2VTZZBHZNU


 

 

December   Rehearsals  

@ 1:00 PM 

Thursdays  

December 9 

December 16 

Sunday service 

December 19 

 
  

Advent has arrived!! 

Take a look at the beautiful 

decor in the hallway/art 

gallery and sanctuary.   

Thank you Sue and Ken 

Klockow for sharing your 

artistic talents. 

Thanks to all who helped on 

Sunday, November 28 with 

decorating the church 

sanctuary and chapel. 

 

Share Our Suppers 

Thanks to everyone for volunteering for December. 

4:45 (set-up) - 6:00 PM 

December 3:    Madeline & Joe Rogge and Jon Brodie 

December 10:  Mary Ann & Dean Mowery and Rachel & Dave Casillas 

December 17:  The O’Brien Family and Jon Brodie 

December 24:  No Meals Served (Community meal sites) 

December 31:  Jim & Randene Wick 



Warming Room Update- Divine Intervention      
Tippecanoe Presbyterian Church housed the “Warming Room” for the 
homeless individuals in the Bay View area prior to the pandemic.  
During the pandemic Milwaukee County through the COC (Continuum 
of Care) housed the homeless in a number of hotels throughout the 
county.  Divine Intervention is pivoting from the warming room at the 
church to providing volunteer staff support at a specific hotel near the 
airport. (An additional five hotels are sites in other parts of the county).  
The COC has a hired staff person on-site and support from Divine 
Intervention’s trained volunteers will augment the hired staff in the 
evenings.  This is an evolving service so stay tuned for more 
information.  December 1 is the opening date of this service for the 
homeless in Milwaukee County. 
The Wicks 

 

                           Quilt Blessing      
On Sunday, November 28, the Peace and Plenty Quilters, presented 23 
quilts to be blessed during the church service.  These quilts were 
created from donated fabrics and were made in the last year by the 
members of the group.  Currently there are six active members and 
more quilt enthusiasts are always welcome to join the group.  The quilts 
will be donated to Froedtert Hospital to support their critical care 
services.    Members of the group include:  Sandy Dynek, Gloria 
Konkel, Julie Oren, Kitty Schaefer, Randene Wick, Joyce Zieman 

Congratulations  !! 

Dick and Joan Gaeth 

Bob and Joyce Zieman 



December Birthdays 

December 1  Charlotte Jeske 

December 4  Jean Duermeier 

December 5  John Helt 

December 7  Skylar Jorgenson 

December 8 Joyce Neuman 

December 9 Beulah Goebel 

December 10 Ethan Misleh 

December 13  Paul Wick 

                       Shawn Villars 

December 14  Kristen Wick 

       Larry Brewer 

December 15  Carol Polachowski 

        Tracy Hilbert 

December 16  Jeffrey Crouse 

December 17  Tyler Gaeth 

 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 

December 24 at 7:00 PM 

 
 

 

December 18  Emmalyn Smith 

December 19  Virginia Redlin 

                        Elliot Stark 

December 20  Jim Swenson 

December 21  Amy Cox 

                       Dennis Griebenow 

December 22 Brooklyn Urbaniak 

December 23  Noelle Simons 

December 24  Doris Mayeshiba 

                        Jackie Struck 

December 26  Benjamin Rondorf 

December 27  Charles Veit 

December 30  Harrison Tremarello  

                        Svea Nietzke 

Welcome to our New Church 

Members who joined Christ 

Church On Sunday, Nov. 14. 

Jon Brodie                       

Sarah Hillmert-Gallitz 

Malique Bonilla              

Ashley Lapre 

Jan Naefken 



 

Prayers of the people  Hear our prayers, O God for health and 

healing:  God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds 

Ps. 147:3 

Prayers that our church stay faithful and strong through this transitional yet exciting time 

in our church’s history.  PK 

Prayers for Arthur who at six weeks old has been hospitalized.  LS 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for Ian as he is in remission for Hodgkin's Lymphoma . MB 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for friend Bill who has moved to rehab for COVID effects.  Pray 

for all affected by the virus.  JU 

Prayers for a sister who had an adverse reaction to the COVID booster shot  JN 

Prayers for the family of Doris Piacentine who passed away. 

The city of Kenosha after the trial of K.Rittenhouse. 

The city of Waukesha and those affected by the parade tragedy. 

Prayers for all those in our church community who are grieving for loved ones who 

passed away. 

Prayers for Joyce N. as she recovers from pneumonia. 

We Need Your Help! 

We’re looking for some of our 

members to pitch in and help keep 

our church sidewalks, entrances and 

stairs clear of snow this winter. We 

have received a generous donation of a brand new snowblower to help complete 

this task. If you would be available and are interested in helping with this task, 

please contact Chuck Terlinden or Dick Gaeth(414)481-4435. 

Submitted by Dick Gaeth 



 

THANK YOU NOTES 

The Social Concerns Committee wants to send out a HUGE thank you to 

everyone who contributed to the Thanksgiving baskets or made deliveries to 

church members on our Share and Care List.  You helped make the holiday a 

little brighter for those you are unable to come to church. 

**************************************************************************************** 

I just wanted to thank the congregation at Christ Church for making 

me feel so welcome since I started attending church here in June.  I 

have been searching for a church to call home for a long time now.  

The membership at Christ Church is awesome!  And just like the rest 

of the congregation, I will miss Pastor Dan.  However, Christ Church 

will continue to have a bright future because of the wonderful people 

who belong to this church.  Thank you again.  Jan Naefken 

****************************************************** 

Thank you so much for the treat.  It brightened my day.  Happy 

Thanksgiving, Carol Polachowski 

****************************************************** 

Dear Friends:  Thank you so very much for the gift bag.  It had so 

many good things in it and I am enjoying them all.  It is so nice to be 

remembered in this way.  I pray God blesses each one of you for 

taking the time to get all the goodies and deliver them.  Thank you, 

thank you, thank you.  God Bless you, Love Jackie Struck 

Memorial Gifts Received 

In memory of Betty Budzien from:  Jon and Noelle Simons, Jill Unglaub, 

Gloria Konkel, Dick and Joan Gaeth, Joyce Neuman, Jackie Struck. 

 

In memory of Doris Piacentine from :  Gloria Konkel, Jim and Randene Wick 

 

In memory of Ernestine Faja from:  Pam Sierzchuski and Paul Maciejewski 



DECEMBER EVENTS 

Week of November 29 – December 4 

Sunday, Worship Service 9:30 AM 

Friday. December 3  Share our Suppers (Madeline & Joe Rogge and 

Jon Brodie) 

Week of December 5 – 11 

Sunday, December 5, Worship Service 9:30 AM   

                                    Ladies Christmas Brunch 10:45 AM 

Tuesday, December 7, Quilters  10:00 AM - Noon 

Thursday, December 9, Bell choir rehearsal  1:00 PM 

Friday. December 10,  Share our Suppers (Mowery's and 

Casillas) 

Saturday, December 11  Crochet class  10:00 AM - Noon  

Week of December 12 – 18 

Sunday, December 12, Worship Service 9:30 AM  FAREWELL SERVICE FOR PASTOR DAN 

         Farewell Brunch after the service.. All invited 

Wednesday, December 15, Endowment Meeting at Dohoney’s 7:00 PM 

                                             Choir Rehearsal  7:00 PM 

Thursday, December 16, Bell choir rehearsal  1:00 PM 

Friday. December 17  Share our Suppers  (O'Brien's and Jon Brodie) 

Week of December 19 – 25 

Sunday, December 19, Worship Service 9:30 AM        

         Bell Choir Performs 

Tuesday, December 21, Quilters  10:00 AM - Noon 

                                       Council Meeting 7:00 PM 

Friday. December 24    CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  7:00 

                                          Choir performs 

     Share our Suppers…No Meal Service 

Week of December 26 – January 1 

Sunday, December 26 Worship Service 9:30 AM 

Friday. December 31  Share our Suppers (Wicks) 

 

Christ Church Office 

Hours 

Tuesday – Friday   

8:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

Bay View Community   
Gift Bags are due  

Sunday, December 5 

Confirmation Class  

11:00 AM 

December 5, 12, 19 
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