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MISSION MINUTES | Ask Boldly | Luke 18:1-8 | Robert Frost once said that the “best way 

out is always through.” Vermont’s poet was, of course, talking about tackling a problem head 

on with great persistence.  

Persistence can be a good thing for the one who persists. It can also be annoying to the 

person on the receiving end of the incessant pleas. Just ask any parent with a yet-to-be 

housebroken puppy on their hands all because it was easier to give in to their child’s requests 

for the bundle of fur. In the case of puppies, persistence can be seen as a negative trait. But in 

the case of God, persistence is a beautiful virtue. One that we all need to embrace, especially 

in our prayer lives.  

That is exactly what Jesus tells his friends here in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus wants them to 

understand the amazing power there is in bringing all their cares and worries to God in prayer. 

“Don’t lose heart. Keep on praying,” he says.  

Jesus then gives them an example of what persistence in God’s kingdom looks like. There was 

a widow, he tells them, who was seeking justice. The judge, though, wouldn’t give it to her. 

She didn’t give up. Rather, she went to the judge daily with her request for justice. It finally 

got to the point where the judge would cringe when he heard who was at his door wanting to 

see him—yet again! Not wanting the widow to wear him out, the judge finally grants her the 

justice she sought.  

Persistence paid off for the widow, and it can pay off for us in our prayer lives as well. But 

know this: Unlike the judge who finally gives in to the widow, God “gives in” to us not 

because we wore God out. God “gives in” out of His great love for us. God only wants the 

best for us and will answer our prayer according to God’s will.  

When I was young, I fell in love with a Barbie wedding dress that I saw on the shelf in the toy 

store. My mom said it was too expensive. I kept asking for it though. My persistence didn’t 

pay off. Rather than getting the flimsy, mass manufactured Barbie dress, my mother gave me a 

piece of cream satin fabric, scissors, sewing needles and thread. She told me to create my own 

Barbie wedding dress. I did. And not only was it prettier than I could ever had imagined it to 

be, but my mom, in her wisdom, ignited my passion for fashion design.  

Jesus was right. We must never lose hope. We must always be persistent, for we just don’t 

know where our God answered prayers will lead. God, we thank you that your door is always 

opened to us. There is never a time when you will not listen to our pleas and problems. May 

we become persistent prayer warriors who never lose heart and never give up, for we know 

you answer us in your time and in your loving way. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Monthly Activity September YTD 

Contributions $10,169 $80,263 

Other Income $15,003 $56,735 

Total Income $25,172 $136,998 

Expenses $12,894 $147,488 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $133,800 
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