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NOTES 



MISSION MINUTES | Living into the Promise | Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 | There was a 

woman in my rural congregation who every year would win a handful of blue ribbons for the 

flower arrangements entered at the county fair. I was told that every flower used came from 

her garden, which everyone described as “magical.” I had to see this for myself.  

One day I stopped by and there she was watering lush pink peonies. I was in awe by the 

beauty all around and admitted to her that nothing ever grew for me. I even confessed my lack 

of faith, doubting that a seed would grow each time I covered it with dirt.  

She looked at me with shocked eyes, scolding me that my lack of faith was the very thing 

preventing me from a beautiful garden. “Remember, pastor, faith is in things hoped for and in 

things unseen,” she said, citing scripture from Hebrews. 

As she filled her rusty watering can from the just as rusty hand pump, she shared with me her 

secret to gardening. “I put every seed, sapling and bulb into the ground, trusting that the 

beauty I cannot see will burst forth,” she said. Could it be that faith was all I needed to turn my 

pitiful flowerbeds into a scene worthy of Monet to paint?  

When this master gardener quoted Hebrews to me, I was reminded of all God’s children who 

“by faith” stepped forward to do things that seemed impossible. By faith, Noah built an ark. 

By faith, Abraham left his home for a new one. By faith, Sarah, his wife, bore a son even 

though her childbearing days were far behind her. By faith is how they lived, trusting God 

with a beautiful future even when that future could not be seen. 

Today, that magical garden is gone, as are all the artistic flower arrangements that came from 

it. The hands of the one who planted each seed “by faith” is now tending to heavenly gardens. 

As for me, I am trying my best to have faith in the seeds I now plant. For without faith, where 

would all the great gardens be? Without faith, where would all the great testimonies of 

ordinary people doing extraordinary things be? And who knows. Maybe someday the roll call 

of faith will read, “By faith, a pastor finally grew a beautiful flower.”  

God of beauty and grace, help us live more “by faith” this day, holding on always to hope and 

trusting in all things unseen. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity July YTD 

Contributions $6,205 $63,367 

Total Income $13,910 $102,914 

Expenses $12,803 $114,909 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $104,066 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

