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NOTES 



MISSION MINUTES | Healing Reign | Luke 13:10-17 | The healing of the woman who had 

been bent over for 18 years is unique, appearing only in the Gospel of Luke. What isn’t unique 

is once again Jesus is breaking the guarded Sabbath rule of not healing on the day of rest and, 

by doing so, ruffles the feathers of the religious elite.  

He doesn’t care, though. What matters is someone has been suffering for far too long, and that 

someone was a woman painstakingly shuffling into the synagogue, wishing only to worship 

without anyone staring at her. Luckily, those around her were more than happy to look the 

other way. Our reactions to the disabilities of others are strange, aren’t they? We either gawk 

at them not realizing how uncomfortable our unintentional rudeness is making them, or we try 

our best to pretend they are not there.  

This day, though, the woman’s hopes of blending into the crowd are dashed. Jesus saw her. As 

did everyone else. But the Greek word used for “saw” goes beyond superficial seeing. The 

Greek word used means that Jesus saw the extent of her suffering that reached deep into her 

soul. He saw the years of whispers of those wondering what she did to deserve her infliction. 

He saw the years of social isolation. He saw the loneliness, the hurt and feeling of rejection, of 

being “different.”  

Jesus saw her and with the words, “Woman, you are set free,” she was stood tall once again.  

Many times, we are like that woman, shuffling through life, bent by the weight of our worries 

and burdens. Many times, we pray just to get through the day without anyone noticing 

spiritual, emotional, or physical pain we are in.  

But Jesus sees us. He really sees us. He knows all that we are dealing with, and he will dare to 

break rules and boundaries to reach us with his healing grace. He will stand up for us, just like 

he did for that woman when he turned to the synagogue leader, chastising him for allowing a 

religious rule to keep a child of God from receiving true Sabbath rest—rest from the pain she 

was experiencing.  

So, for all who are bent by the worries and burdens, by emotional or physical afflictions, Jesus 

sees you. Go to him and listen as he speaks your name. Yes, in Christ, we are set free. In 

Christ, we can all once again stand tall.  

God, thank you for the reminder today that Jesus sees us and knows all that is weighing us 

down in this world. May this day we experience freedom from our ailments and worries. In 

Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity July YTD 

Contributions $6,205 $63,367 

Other Income $7,705 $39,547 

Total Income $13,910 $102,914 

Expenses $12,803 $114,909 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $104,066 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

