
130th Anniversary Celebration! 



Welcome to Christ Church! 



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2056%3A3-8%20&version=CEB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A42-47&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2012%3A1-2%20&version=CEB


 







MISSION MINUTES | Growing in God’s Love | 1 Timothy 1:12-17 | In all my years in 

ministry, I only once lived in a parsonage. The church-provided house was one of those Sears 

Roebuck mail-order homes that were popular from 1908 through the 1940s. The house had 

pockets doors, a sunroom, and a cozy living room with a large stone fireplace. It also had a 

kitchen doorway that was marked with lines and dates, documenting the growth of a former 

pastor’s child. Judging by the years etched into the wood, it seemed no one had the heart to 

ever sand the frame and give it a much needed coat of fresh paint.  

The markings always intrigued me, making me pause each time I walked into the kitchen. I 

would gently touch the grooves and marvel at the miracle of growing up, not just physically, 

but spiritually as well. I thought about how the growth lines on a doorframe are ultimately so 

finite. There comes the day when we reach our God-intended height. Our spiritual growth 

lines, though, are infinite. There is no stop point. God wants us to keep growing in knowledge 

of God’s love. The Spirit wants us all to reach new and glorious heights.  

The Apostle Paul, our ancient, prolific letter writer is once again penning a note of wisdom 

and grace. This time to his young disciple Timothy. Paul wants to impart his honed leadership 

skills to Timothy, but before he does, he reflects on his own spiritual growth. He shares with 

Timothy how no one is beyond the reach of God’s forgiveness and, once received, that 

forgiveness leads to a spiritual growth spurt that Paul himself experienced. Once a persecutor 

of Jews, God’s grace led Paul to become a towering proponent of Christ’s love.  

Paul’s letter to Timothy is one we all need to read this day because no matter how old we are, 

we need to remember that we should never stop growing spiritually. There is a divine 

doorframe with markings on it for each one of us, recording just how much we have matured 

in the knowledge of a great and redeeming God.  

Wondering just how much you have grown? Here’s a spiritual exercise for you. Think back to 

who you were 5 years ago. Now 10 years. How about 20 years ago? What did you believe? 

What were the prejudices you clung to? What were the awakenings your soul experienced? 

Now mind you, spiritual growth does not always mean a notch higher up on the heavenly 

doorframe year after year. There might be years of no growth. There might even be years of 

backsliding. And that’s okay, because the wonderful truth is this: God always gives us another 

chance. There are limitless opportunities to keep growing in the Spirit. 

God of wisdom, may we never stop growing in the Spirit. May we continue to master the 

lessons you have for us — lessons on how to love one another, how to trust your guidance, and 

how to forgive and show grace to others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.. 

 

 
Monthly Activity August YTD 

Contributions $4,738 $68,013 

Other Income $103 $41,732 

Total Income $4,841 $109,745 

Expenses $13,302 $31,580 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $118,936 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

