
Welcome to Christ Church! 



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%202%3A8-15&version=NRSVUE
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MISSION MINUTES | Planting Life | Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 | If you knew the world 

would end tomorrow, what would you do today?  

When Martin Luther, the 16th-century German scholar and theologian, was asked this 

question, he replied, “I would plant an apple tree.” Now it’s debatable whether Luther 

said this or not. He did adore nature, and he did give us the tradition of bringing an 

evergreen into our homes at Christmastime. But regardless of him planting an actual 

apple tree, what really matters is how we would answer such a question today.  

What would we do to show hope in the future even when that future didn’t seem very 

promising? Would we dare to plant a tree?  

Jeremiah would. The prophet even invites those he is writing to who are now living in 

exile in Babylon to join him. Lay down roots even in a strange land. The children of God, 

though, don’t want any part of the Babylonian way of life. They want to return to 

Jerusalem. Their homesickness is spiraling into a deep, gloomy pit that is robbing them of 

the joy God still has for them.  

Isn’t it true for all of us that when life doesn’t go our way, our disappointments often 

cloud our eyes from seeing the still-in-front-of-us God possibilities?  

Jeremiah, though, isn’t buying their pity party. He instructs them on how to carry on with 

hope and faith. Take wives. Have children. Multiply there in the land of your exile. Build 

homes. Plant gardens. Don’t wait for when you return to Jerusalem. Live in the now and 

make beautiful plans for tomorrow—despite your current situation. Lay down roots even 

in the very soil you wish your feet never stepped upon, for in that very soil, a seed will 

still grow into something beautiful.  

We are all being called to plant life this day—to bring forth hope amid despair, beauty 

amid ugliness, and calm amid chaos.  

If you knew the world would end tomorrow, what would you do?  

May today we take our shovels and begin planting Luther’s fabled apple trees.  

God of promises, help us to accept where we are this day in our lives. Rather than 

focusing on what we don’t have or what we long for, open our eyes to the beautiful gifts 

and the precious people who are right in front of us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Monthly Activity September YTD 

Contributions $10,169 $80,263 

Other Income $15,003 $56,735 

Total Income $25,172 $136,998 

Expenses $12,894 $147,488 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $133,800 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

