
Laity Sunday 

Welcome to Christ Church! 



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A1-14&version=CEB




https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A25-37&version=CEB








MISSION MINUTES | Caring Neighbors | Luke 10:25-37 | “Who is my neighbor?” It’s a 

question asked of Jesus so long ago, and one that still begs for an answer today. 

For Jesus, his reply was to tell the beloved parable we know as “The Good Samaritan,” 

highlighting for his hearers how the most unlikely person—a Samaritan—who was despised by 

the Jews, was the very person to care for the nearly beaten to death man found in a ditch 

alongside the notoriously dangerous Jericho Road.  

So often, when we hear Jesus’ words, we all too quickly step into the sandals of the Samaritan. 

We see ourselves in the role of benevolent savior with a charitable heart and matching wallet 

to help our unfortunate neighbors. But do we ever dare to switch characters and put ourselves 

in the ditch, beaten and left to die, praying that someone will see and help us? Not as often as 

we should. 

The question “Who is my neighbor?” is complex for the answer lies in the much-needed 

realization that sometimes we are the helper and sometimes we are the helpless, but all the time 

we are travelers on the same precarious road of life and, as such, need to see one another as 

neighbors in Christ.  

There’s a quote from Martin Niemöller, a German Lutheran pastor who went from Nazi 

sympathizer to outspoken critic of Hitler, that is part of the permanent exhibition at the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum, which opened in 1993.  

His quote is a powerful illustration of the fluidity of defining who our neighbor is. He wrote: 

First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a trade 

unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

Catholic priest and author, Henri Nouwen, once said of the parable of The Good Samaritan that 

“my neighbor is the one who crosses the road for me.” May today we become road crossing 

neighbors, knowing that one day we, too, will find ourselves in need of another road crossing 

neighbor who dares to reach their hand out to us.  

Loving God, may Your world be filled with caring neighbors who recognize one another as 

Your precious beloved children. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity June YTD 

Income $14,053 $87,116 

Expenses $15,855 $99,238 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $89,200 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

