
All Saints Sunday 

Welcome to Christ Church! 



It is a serious thing 

Just to be alive 

On this fresh morning 

                    In this broken world ~ Mary Oliver 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us. ~ Hebrews 12:1 

People will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat in 

the kingdom of heaven. ~ Luke 13:29  
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MISSION MINUTES | Tansforming Love | Luke 19:1-10 | There’s a church school song 

sung throughout the generations teaching children about Zacchaeus, “a wee little man” who 

wanted to see Jesus amid the crowds towering over him, who climbed a tree to catch a 

glimpse. As the song goes, while in the tree, Jesus spots the tax collector and shouts, 

“Zacchaeus, you come down. For I’m going to your house today.” 

And Jesus did just that. He dined with Zacchaeus. It was a transformative meal because 

Zacchaeus, honored to host such a great guest, opened his heart—and coin bag—and vowed to 

share his wealth with others. While Jesus was pleased, others were not.  

We have all been where Zacchaeus was. No, not precariously straddling tree limbs to see 

Jesus. We have been in the place where others might not think we deserve redemption, 

forgiveness, or even that holy second chance.  

Why is it that we often begrudge others of God’s grace?  

While I can’t think of who might not have been happy with my second chances in life, I can 

vividly remember the times I have been in the crowd wondering why the Lord noticed 

someone like Zacchaeus. Did my eyes roll with the others? Did I join in the disparaging 

whispers? I should have been rejoicing that if Zacchaeus could change, so could I. For the 

Lord sees me—and you.  

That day, Jesus saw into the heart of Zacchaeus when others couldn’t. He knew this “wee little 

man” wanted to grow spiritually, as witnessed in the tree he scurried into,a sycamore. In 

Israel, the sycamore tree symbolizes spiritual elevation. It represents the willingness to 

change. Zacchaeus was willing to change that day.  

What about us? How badly do we want to see the Lord? Would we be willing to climb the 

branches of change, hoist ourselves up on the limbs of spiritual elevation, and feel the bark 

of renewal?  

The good news is we don’t have to find a tree to climb. Jesus has already spotted us, and he 

knows the goodness that is in our hearts.   

God of grace and mercy, how reassuring it is to know that we are never lost in the crowd. You 

see our hearts and know our struggles. You never withhold your healing love. And for that, we 

thank you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Monthly Activity September YTD 

Contributions $10,169 $80,263 

Other Income $15,003 $56,735 

Total Income $25,172 $136,998 

Expenses $12,894 $147,488 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $133,800 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

