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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012%3A49-56%20&version=CEB








MISSION MINUTES | Restore Us | Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 | There comes a time in life when 

you wake up one morning and stare into the mirror wondering who that person is staring back 

at you. Perhaps it is a few more gray hairs or a new wrinkle that makes the reflection 

unrecognizable. Or maybe it’s not your physical appearance, but rather a hollow feeling in 

your gut reminding you that somewhere on the road of life you took a wrong turn and don’t 

know the way back to who you were or who you wanted to be. 

If this was the morning that such reality splashed your face, take heart. You are not alone as 

each of us, one day or another, stand in the need of God’s restoration. Luckily, God is in the 

business of restoring what is lost—be it our dreams, our hopes or our trust in goodness in the 

world. We just need to cry out to God, asking for help.  

Psalm 80 is such a cry. In this often overlooked plea for restoration and salvation, the psalmist 

brings to us a soaring and emotional song, complete with the refrain, “Restore us, Lord God 

Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.” 

The setting to the psalm is the aftermath of a crisis where the nation of Israel, described as a 

vineyard, recognizes that they had a part to play in the destruction of the vines. And in the 

aftermath of everything that went wrong, Israel remembers once again that the only hope they 

have is in God. Three times they sing the refrain, “Restore us, God Almighty…” 

Yes, there comes a time in our lives when we wake up and don’t recognize the person staring 

back us. Somewhere along the way something went awry—a wrong decision, a wrong turn, a 

bad choice or a sorrowful mistake. It is then we sing with faith the refrain sang by the helpless 

and the hopeless, “Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may 

be saved.” And as we do, know that God hears, God sees, and God is at work, restoring us 

once again. 

May today we commit to memory Psalm 80’s refrain, turning to it always in our times of need. 

Merciful God, we are sorry for forgetting Your ways are always the best for us. Forgive us for 

the decisions we have made that have created chaos and confusion in our lives. Restore us 

now and may Your face shine upon us this day and always. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity July YTD 

Contributions $6,205 $63,367 

Other Income $7,705 $39,547 

Total Income $13,910 $102,914 

Expenses $12,803 $114,909 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $104,066 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

