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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014%3A1%2C%207-14%20&version=CEB
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MISSION MINUTES | Open Table | Luke 14:1, 7-14 | I have a friend who pastors a 

neighboring congregation who was hoping to use a generous gift left by a saint of the church 

to reconfigure the sanctuary seating. She wanted to remove the ancient wooden pews and buy 

moveable chairs, thus, opening space to set up banquet tables and invite the hungry in the 

community to an extravagant sit down dinner.  

That didn’t happen. The money went instead to repaving the church parking lot. She asked the 

committee who made this decision if that was the best way to show hospitality to others? The 

committee thought so. And perhaps it was.  

But if we explore the ancient meaning of hospitality, perhaps removable chairs allowing room 

to feed the hungry was a better choice than a coat of asphalt.The word “hospitality,” in the 

original Greek, is philoxenos, which means, “to love the stranger.” In Middle Eastern culture it 

was considered a sacred duty to take responsibility for the stranger—to give them food and 

shelter. So true hospitality is more than opening church doors or paving a parking lot but 

opening our hearts to seeing the needs of others.  

Jesus didn’t see hospitality on display when he went to eat in the house of a prominent 

Pharisee. What he saw was guests clamoring for the good seats—the places of honor. And he 

called them out, telling them to be humble, adding, too, that around the table should be the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  

In the book, The Ragamuffin Gospel, Brennan Manning said that in the Near East, the shared 

table symbolizes the shared life. “Sadly,” Manning writes, “the meaning of meal sharing is 

largely lost in the Christian community today.” 

What does hospitality look like in your life? Are the doors to your heart opened to the stranger 

who is hungry, cold and lonely?  

My friend who failed in getting removable chairs in the sanctuary to create a banquet hall for 

the hungry in her community is now looking for another church to serve. The one she served 

has a great parking lot, not a pothole to be found, but there are no longer cars parked there on a 

Sunday. The doors closed for good a few months ago.  

God, we hear Jesus’ words that the first will be last and the last will be first, yet still we put 

our desire for recognition, prestige and comfort ahead of Your children who are pushed aside 

and overlooked. Open the doors to our hearts, so that true hospitality is lived in our 

communities. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

Monthly Activity July YTD 

Contributions $6,205 $63,367 

Other Income $7,705 $39,547 

Total Income $13,910 $102,914 

Expenses $12,803 $114,909 

Budgeted Amount $14,867 $104,066 

https://www.uccmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview

